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PRESIDENT'S PAGKH

It hardlv seems possible that this will be the last time I'11 be a
the NIA membership in an official capacity. The past year has gon
quickly and, as usual, some of the things we had planned were comp
others will have to wait for the next group of officers to tackle
solve. Among the things accomplished were:

1. consolidation of the NIA/Crown Jewels Directory,

2. conversion to bulk rate mailing of Drip Points as a cost

cutting technigue, and

3. availabilitv of ribbons for NIA sanctioned Class € shows.
Just a word about the last item. Len Linscott did a great job and
very handsome ribbons for any Class C (local) show sanctioned by t
Sanctioning is merelv a matter of the show host writing to the Exe
Director and requesting NIA sanctioning. Thus far, we have not be
successful in getting show hosts to write in, in spite of the avai
of the NIA ribbon. This publicity would be good for the NIA and s
add status to the show. So let me encourage all of the potential
out there to take advantage of this opportunity.

One of the many things I learned this year is that working with an
organization that is spread all across the country tends to slow ti
down a bit. I've had a number of discussions with the officers re,
this problem, and I think one of the possible causes is changing tl
President and Executive Director each year through the elective pr
As a lame duck, I can safely recommend that the membership conside:
of a number of alternatives to this method to take advantage of thi
of those who are willing and able to serve over an extended period
I will be introducing this topic at the meeting in Reno, and I hops
you who. plan to be there will take time to think about this probler
help the NIA come to the best solution.

While I'm thinking about the officers, I would like to take this t
publicly acknowlege the efforts of all of the officers who have se:
this past year. MNuch of the work that is done and the time expend:
unnoticed bv the general membership and vou should all know that v«
been served bv a hard working bunch this vear.

I want to share with vou a few thoughts about the direction our ho
taking, now that I have a vear's experience serving vou as Preside
When I came into office, I expressed some concern about the direct
were headed and many of those concerns remain. In our part of the
the number of shows has dwindled and the number of dealers and wall
has dropped dramaticallv. On the plus side, there are a lot of go
pieces for sale, action is lively for those who do attend, and as :
it is a tremendous opportunity to make and renew friendships. The
is most grateful to the show hosts who have worked hard in behalf .
local, three regional shows and the upcoming National show. We ha-
signed up nearly 200 new members since the National at Lakeland, b
alas, our active mmbership to date (renewals are still coming in) :
well below the more than 900 active members we had in March. Ve ai
either losing alot of the "old guard" or we are not providing enow
the new member to maintain his interest in the hobby or the club.
There are some solutions:
1. We need to activate local clubs to keep the hobby alive,
especially in the populous areas. In Cleveland, we have ¢
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President's page cont.

local club { no dues, no official membership) that meets
every twc monthe and stays in contact via an informal te
chain.

2. VWe need to encourage more collectors to sponsor shows.
don't have to be big shows, but every collector should h
chance to attend three or four shows a vear within a res
drive. Free swaps are great and collectors don't feel 1
need a whole table full of insulators in order to set up

3. We need to explore some alternative ways to introduce ou
to larger numbers of people; for example:

a. mnall shows

b. Jjoint insulator shows with other hobbys and/or

¢. publicity through the antique or suburban edito
local newspaper.

Those of us who have been in the hobby a while may feel very comf
with our collections and our status in the hobby; but, if we expe
a hobby of a few years from now, we each must share part of the
responsibility for perpetuating it.

I hope that the NIA has been able to contribute to your enjoyment
knowledge of insulator collecting in the past year. Thanks to Ga
Orr and his parents for their location and research on the VTS
Industrial ruby red and cobalt insulators. This to me exemplifie
function of the NIA; to provide information to the membership, to
allow them to make knowledgeable decisions about their collection
learn the history of our great hobby.

Good collecting to vou and hope to see you all in RENO.

John McDougald - Presid

SALLOT ISSUE

The following pages contain biographical data submitted by one
Presidentiml Candidate and one Western Region Vice-Presidential
Candidate for the NIA.

The ballot page lists all those running for office including addi
spaces for write-in votes.

Also, two new amendments to the NIA By-Laws are on the ballot. P
read them carefully and vote on then.

Your help in completing your ballot and sending it quickly to Kei
Ornbaum (see bottom of ballot page) will be greatly appreciated.

Rick Jones - Information Director
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LEN LINSCOTT

Hello....My name is Len Linscott and I have been nominated from the
Eastern Region to run for President of the lNational Insulator Assoc
I consider this in itself quite an honor. So in order for all Natj
Insulator Association members that don't know me and all future mer
that read this, let me tell v'all something about myself, family ar
mv hobby.

I am 39 vears old and was reared the first 18 vears in a little fal
and mining communitv of Yerington, NWevada which is only about 80 m:
southwest of Reno, Nevada. For the next 6 vears I traveled with ar
drilling companv throughout most of the western part of the United
Then Uncle Sam needed me for the next two vears with the 11th Air !
at JFort Benning, Ga. I also met mv wife, Jackie, from Franklin, Nc
Carolina, at this time. In 1964 T was discharged from the U.S5. Arm
Jackie received her 3.S8. in Education degree. Ve were married and
to Titusville, Florida, she to teach and me to work for Security at
Kennedy Space Center (N.A.S5.A.)...which we both are still doing aft
14 years. ‘e have lived at 3557 Nicklaus Drive for the past 12 ye:
We have one daughter, Laura Leigh, who is 10 years old and very ke¢
porcelain insulator collector. The whole family collects something
I, myself, collect coins, space badges, space cacheted envelopes, t
(for the past vear), antique furniture and a host of other things.
My main thing is glass insulators, especially CD # 250-270 Cables.
Jackie collects small glass and metal bells, depression glass and i
jars. Laura collects porcelain insulators of all types from the U.
all foreign countries possible. I would have to say that I have 1
most in my collection, because I started in 1969 to collect insulat
and T started the sarme wav as about all insulator collectors start.
by hauling home every one I could get. I had to stop that practice
a while as T ran out of room in the two-car garage. So for the las
3 or L vears I only buy rare cables for my collection.

In 1977 Zob Alexander, Jackie and I hosted the 8th National Insulaf
Association's Convention, Show and Sale in Lakeland, Florida. I we
also instrumental in forming the Central Florida Insulator Club 1
I was Executive Director of the NHational Insulator Association in
1976-77 and at present I am the Show Chairman for NIA.

As for improving NIA, we have come a long way already.. We have hac
successful MNational shows and Regional shows. I have been instrum
in acqguiring trophies for the 5 divisions for the National shows a
a trophy for each regional show. I have also acquired ribbons for
Class "C¥ shows which are available just for the asking as long as
show host advertises that his show includes insulators.

I will not go into detail about what I would like to see changed o:
improvements could be made, as I know there are a few....some are -
important, for the advancement of the hobby.

T will alwavs be available for any comments, positive or negative,
anyone.
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WILLIAM F. HUNGATE

In accepting the nomination for position of Western Regional Vice
of the Natlonal Insulator Association, I pledge, if elected, to c:
out the duties of that office to the hest of my ability.

3v the date of the National Convention in Reno, I shall have reti:
the services of the Southern Pacific Transportation Companv, afte:
of active service, and will be able to devote full time to that p«

I have held various elective offices in organizatioms of which I :
member, including 3 terms as Vice-Fresident of the Railwav Clerks
5 vears as a member of the Investigating Cormmittee for the B.P.O.
Lodge, the last 3 vears as Chairman; 5 vears as member of the Cre
Committee of the S.P. Credit Union, 2 vears as Chairman; and pres«
serving as a member of the Supervisorvy Committee of that organizat

I have been collecting insulators since 1969, am a Charter member
NIA, and have an avid interest in promoting and preserving these ¢
for posterity. I have a large display of power insulators in the
Klamath County Museum, and recently removed my display that was ir
Favell ruseur, here, for 5 years. I am listed in the recently put
Directory of electrical artifact collections in the United States
Canada, published by the Division of Electricity & Nuclear Energy
the Smithsonian Institution, because of these two displays.

I enjov my hobby. I particularly like the pecple I have met throu
collecting it, manv of whom have now become good friends. If elec
it will be my number one prioritv to promote the fellowship, goodw
and trust that is prevalent among insulator collectors everywhere.

VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE

VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTL VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOIE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE V
VOTE VOTZ VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE- VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTZE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE -VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE V
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE V
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE- VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE  VOTE VOTE VOTY VOTE VOT=
VOTE  VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTZ  VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE
VOTE VOTE VOTE -VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTE V
VOTE VOTE VOTE VOTEZ VOTE VOTE VOTE V
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%% JNSULATOR COLLECTOR ALERT *#*

Rubv Red Pony Insulators-Found

Ruby Red pony glass insulators have appeared at the Morro Bay
show held on March 18 & 19, 1978.

They are embossed "VTS" Industrial Co. Number 8. The ruby rec
color is throughout the glass and is not flashed or painted.

Reportedly there have been 500 ruby red and cobalt blue of th:
style make, which are of recent vintage.

The insulators' heritage has been traced to a United States

Manufacturer.
So far, only about a dozen of the ruby red insulators have bec

traded or sold.
- A few reliable collectors state that they look "real good".

RBecause of the extreme rarity of this color in an insulator,
and being established a a reproduction, a collector would be wise
to be cautious about its purchase - Caveat Emptor.

Tn the meantime, the Ethics Committee or Crown Jewels would
1ike to be advised of anv further factual information concerning t!
insulator or records ol transactions,

This alert is advisorv in nature and not intended to impinge
on the charactor or ethics of reputable dealers or collectors who
have not knowinglv misrepresented the rarity or value of these
insulators thev have offered for sale or trade.

Don Fabbi

NIA Ethics Commettee Chairm
3804 E. Jardin

Las Vegas, NV 89102

(702) 878-1262

ATTENTION, ATTENTION!

A notice from our faithful Crown Jewels Editor: Dora is having pr
with the postal service at Chicago, Illinois.

Any NIA member or Crown Jewels subscriber that did not receive the
March issue please write and she will see that vou get one.

Also, any members or subscribers in Ontario, Canada that failed to
their copy of the lMarch issue just drop her a line and she will se
out right awav.

Rick Jones - Information

DORA, DEAR DORA

As Information Director the past wear I have gained a much more th
appreciation of Dora Harned's task of publishing Crown Jewels Maga
The production of this small Drip Points newsletter with.a circula
- only around 700 is a sizeable job. Crown Jewels, with a circulati
nearly 2000, is a massive operation. She needs vour support. Than
Dora, for one terrific job.




1784

1785
1786
1787

1788

1789

1790

1791

1792

1793

1764

Allen Klapaska

6242 Glenarm Road East
Hyde's Marvland 21082

Lee W. Shipman
64,03 E. Halbert Road
Bethesda, Maryland

Pearl Glasscock
6042 Appian Vay
Long Beach, Calif. 50803

Carol Ickes

1115 S. 32nd Street

Council Bluffs, JTowa
51501

Larrv Craddock
708 W. Luoisiana
Anadarko, Oklahoma 73005

Grant Salzman

Tom Salzman

Clav Salzman

P.0.Box A96
Sacramento, Ca. 95803

Janice Boockman

R.R., #2

Shelburne, Ontario, Canada
LON 180

Ray Howe

7733 Wachtel Way
Citrus Heights, Ca. 95610

Arthur F. Kottman
101 Namke Road
Blue Point, New York 11715

John J. Hall
2803 Livingston
Pearland, Texas 77581

Connie Tse
1178 Alicante Drive
Pacifica, California 94LOLL

John E. Brabender
2551, Xendall Avenue
Madison, Wisconsin 53795

Ella B, Mund

2L San-Lucas Court

Sto Hel&n&, ;Cao glFS?l‘- !

1795 Edward J. Butler
618 N.W. 80th Stree
Vancouver, Washingt

1796  Michael T. Furst
1171 Richmond Road
Lyndhurst, Ohio 441

1767 M. Stanton Hunter
7643 Forrestal Road
San Diego, Ca. 9212

1798 Clem Gaskins

1799 Josephine Gaskins
1526 Edgewater Driv
Newport Richey, Fla

1800 John Rajpolt
R.F.D. #1 Box 228
East Haddam, Ct. 06.

1801 Pipers' Pet-Collect
1809 Santa Rita Roa
Pleasanton, Ca. 945

1802 Jim Jones
1021 8th Street
Orland, Ca. 95963

1803 Linda D. Artale
6505 Marsol Road
Bldg. #3 Apt. 501
Mayfield Heights, Ol

1804 Rosella Willett
1903 Luckyv Street
Bakersfield, Ca. 93’

1805 Ann Ornbaum
17725 Cold Springs I
Reno, NV. 89506

1806 Nedra E. Gonzales
3927 Pin Oaks
Sarasota, Florida 3’

1807 Arthur E. Jones
RFD #1 Box 198
Newcastle, Maine O4'

1808 Arthur L. Thompson
Rte. 2 Box 873 ~
Kennebunkport, Mains

ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP. (as of Me
551 - '



Soe 7

REPORT FROE RENO

As you know it has been over a year in the planning stage. Don ar
Dora Harned, the Galloways, and Ann and I have put in a lot of lor
hours, but I feel now that it is all going to be worth it.

We have a real beautiful building, the lighting is excellent. It
carpeted, has good parking, is close to town. Wle will also have ¢
catering companv in and thev will have both hot and cold food.

We have one hundred and thirty five sales tables and forty display
tables. To date we are near the one hundred mark on sales tables
we have only about eight displayv tables left., If the response

continues the wav it has been I think we mav have a sell out show.

7e have reserved one hundred and Fifty rooms at the Nugget in Spa:
This is about three miles from where the show is located so this v
be our headquarters away from the show. Don and Dora have their 2
in the MNugget lMotor Lodge, Ann and I also have reserved a room the
And we have reserved a third room located between our rooms for a
hospitalitv room., e will have refreshments there and we would 1:
everyone to stop in and say hi and have a drink with us. %We inter
to keep this room open as rmuch as possible while we are away from

show.

The dinner on Saturday night will be held in the Nugget Conventio
Center which is located directly across the street from the Motor
T have lived in Reno now for seven years and I have had dinner in
of the good restaurants and I can honestly say I believe the food
the Nugget is some of the best. I think that anyone that misses 1
dinner will really miss a gourmet's treat.

T would also like to mention that other than a fantastic show, th:
has a lot to offer in the line of a good vacation. It is just al
hour drive to Virginia City home of the Comstock Mines. It has bt
kept original and it is like walking back into history. Also Lal
Tahoe is just an hour awav and really worth a visit. Of course tl
Reno Sparks area is a real open town with big name shows and fun
twentv four hours a-dav.

T could go on and on, but I will stop for now with an open invita
to evervone to attend the 9th MNational.

I have just moved if there are any guestions my new address is:
17725 Cold Springs Dr., Reno, Nevada £€9506. Phone:(702) §72-136

Keith and Ann Ornbaum

A SPICIAL THAMNKS

T would like to take this ovportunitv to thank my faithful, hard=-
wife, Chris, for her diligent efforts in tvping and layout sug§e51
(not’to mention sorting for Bulk Rate mailing) in yublishing the

Drip Points newsletter.
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WATTONAT, TMSULATCR ASSOCIATION BALLOT
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PRESIDENT (1978-1979) Len Linscott |

e 1

WESTERN REGION V.P. (1978-1979) (Vote only if vou live in Wester
CA.,OR.,WA.,NV. ID.,MT.,%Y.,UT.,AZ. ,ND.,SD.,ALBERTA, BRIT
COLUMBIA, MEXICO)

Bill Hungate )
Pat Patocka )

3

The following amendments to the NIA By-laws have been proposed b
of Directors for consideration of the membership by vote at the
Meeting, including proxy ballots, and this advance notice is giv
pursuant to Article VII to the By-laws.

Article VII - Amendnent

(add the following paragraph.)

Paragraph 2.

These By-laws may also be amended by the membership at any
meeting and without advance notice to the entire membership thro
official publication, provided that the amendment is subsequentl
ratified by the membership as a whole. Upon publication in the
of the official publication, the amendment is ratified if fewer
5% of the active members mail a written objection to the WIA off
90 days from the publication mailing date.

I FAVOR OF THE AMEHDMENT []YE
NOT IN FAVOR OF THEZ AMEHDMENT [1wvo

ARTICLE VI, PARACRAPHE 2
Change FROM {old wording):
2. The NIA Board of Directors, following due process of fact-fi.
and hearings, mav suspend or revoke the membership or expell a m
upon his failure to abide by and utilize the code of ethics or t
standards for describing insulators.

TO (new wording): _ o

2. The NIA Board of Directors, following due process of fact-~fi
and hearings, may suspend or revoke the membership or expell a m
upon his failure to abide by the code of ethics.

EXPLANATION: It is proper that the NIA encourage use of a stand:
system, but not make it mandatory for membership in the NIA.

IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT O v
NOT IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT 1

PTWAQT IMATT ATT MNATY AMA DDRATFDNT ¥ mMA. FTTMIT ADYRATIRT  AM770c M7,
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